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June 4, 2020 
 
Good Morning Garfield School Community: 
 
It is with a heavy heart that I address the death of George Floyd and the civil unrest that has been 
occurring across our country.  It is understandable that there is an outrage at the death of Mr. Floyd 
who was unjustly murdered by a police officer who knelt on his neck for nine minutes.  It is 
appropriate that we recognize an existing pattern of racial injustice and inequalities that exist in 
our country and the need for action.  While we understand the need for peaceful protests, we cannot 
condone violent demonstrations that result in the injuries of others, property destruction, looting, 
and attacks on police officers.  
 
It is our mission, through the teaching of the Social Studies curriculum, to provide learners with 
the knowledge, skills, and perspectives needed to become active, informed citizens and 
contributing members of the local, state, national, and global communities in the digital age. 
Therefore, we will utilize the unjust killing of George Floyd as well as the protests that have been 
occurring throughout the country as “teachable moments.”  Although we are teaching and learning 
remotely, our teachers will be facilitating lessons over the next week which will allow for 
discussion over the recent events with the focus on racial injustice, police, and community 
relations, and right to peaceful protests. These conversations are essential now and must be 
ongoing if we want our youth to be morally responsive and bring new values to society. 
 
As per the statement from the  Bergen County Association of School Administrators,  “We are 
firm in our belief that regardless of one’s political affiliation or personal opinions, America, and 
therefore all Americans, needs to work harder to confront the grim reality of how we treat, view, 
and care for each other. In order for us to, at the very least, peacefully co-exist, it requires issues 
of race, power, and discrimination to be confronted head on, for difficult conversations to be held, 
and for all citizens to seek to find common ground, respect, and a belief in each other’s inherent 
worth.” 
 
In closing, we commit to continue to ensure that the Garfield Public Schools represents equity and 
equality for all students and families and will do everything possible to ensure a quality education 
for our students.  We will commit to have the difficult conversations to advance this cause.  
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Anna Sciacca 
Superintendent of Schools 
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